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Dear Mr. Blignaut 
 
BAT “WALK THROUGH” INSPECTION FOR SOLAFRICA SAND DRAAI CONCENTRATED SOLAR POWER 
PROJECTS, NORTHERN CAPE.   
 
The above approach is relevant to developments which are not expected to have a direct negative impact 
on bats during the operational phase, but with habitat destruction associated with construction. This 
type of report could be incorporated in the environmental impact assessment process, however  in the 
case of Sand Draai, though, it is advised that a walktrough is done after the Environmental Authorisation 
(EA) is issued, but prior to construction. The reason being that the Department of Environmental Affairs 
had requested the client for an opinion in this regard. The development is not expected to have a high 
negative impact on bats, hence only a walktrough of the site is required. This must be a specific condition 
of the EA. 
 
The main aim of this study is to identify any possible bat roosts that occur on site so as to advise on the 
mitigation of impact during construction. As the construction footprint of the proposed development can 
only be finalised after the EIA is completed and input from interested and affected parties are 
incorporated, this study will be done on a  final footprint. 
 
The above approach is acceptable to the bat specialist, but under the following conditions: 
 

 The client agrees to appoint a bat specialist to do the site visit prior to construction; 
 

 If bat roosts are found, construction activities in that area will halt until a suitable mitigation has 
been discussed with a bat specialist and agreed upon by the client; 

 

 Mitigation measures for bat impacts are incorporated in the environmental management 
programme as authorised for the development.  

 
No information pertaining to the impact of solar developments  on bat populations in South Africa exists; 
Therefore, it is pertinent to include bats in post construction carcass searches. 
 



 

I hereby advise that a bat “walk through” of the Sand Draai solar plant project is done after the EA is 
issued, but before construction commences. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Stephanie C. Dippenaar 
 


