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MINUTES OF TRIBAL COUNCIL MEETING IN RESPECT OF THE BASIC ASSESSMENT 
PROCESS FOR THE PROPOSED BHUDLU ACCESS BRIDGE AND 

LINK ROAD 
 

Nhlangano Traditional Council  
06.07.2015 

11h30 
 
 
 
 

AGENDA 

1. Introduction and Conduct of the meeting Inkosi C.N Jali 

2. Purpose of the meeting Ward Councillor 

3. Development Proposal and Planning Context Royal HaskoningDHV 

4. Environmental Regulatory and Public Participation 
Processes 

Royal HaskoningDHV 

5. Discussion Session Way Forward All 

 

ATTENDANCE AS PER ATTENDANCE REGISTER 

1. Inkosi C.N Jali (Facilitator) (CJ) Royal HaskoningDHV 

 Andile Mnyandu (Presenter) (AM) Royal HaskoningDHV 

2. Humayrah Bassa (HB) Royal HaskoningDHV 

3. Emmanuel Jali (EJ) Nhlangano T.C 

4. D.V Ntlakhe Nhlangano T.C 

5. M.R Mtshezi (RM) Nhlangano T.C 

6. M.M Mshingwane (MM) Nhlangano T.C 

7. M.M Gcuma (MG) Nhlangano T.C 

8. Andile Gugqaza (AG) Ward 27 Councillor (EC) 

9. A. Qobo (AQ) Son of Chief Qobo (EC) 

10. B. Chagi (BC) Ward Councillor (EC) 

11. M. Chutshela Headman (EC) 

12. S.E Sceja Induna 

13. Z.S Densi Induna 

14. Johnson Dlamini Induna 

15. Hopewell Ngubelanga Ward Councillor (KZN) 

16. Makhulela Gcuma Induna 

17. Record Ginja Induna 

18. M Magujini Induna 

19. M.A Gwija Induna 

20. Z.A Jali Induna 

21. M Ncbela Induna 

22. Mswazi Matutu  Induna 

APOLOGIES 

1. Chief Qobo- sent his Headman to represent 
him. 

Chief of Silangwe village (EC) 
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ITEM DESCRIPTION  PERSON 

   
1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION  CJ 

   

1.1 All present were welcomed.   

   

2. INTRODUCTION AND CONDUCT OF THE MEETING CJ & HN 

   

2.1 

CJ explained the conduct of the meeting and requested HN to introduce all delegate 
present at the meeting.  
 
HN introduced all delegates and the Induna’s present at the meeting and gave a brief 
reason why Eastern Cape (EC) delegates were present at the meeting. He stated that 
the: 

 project traverses more than one province, hence why there was a need for EC 
delegate to be present; and 

 project connects two villages and a Chief Qobo of EC village (landowner) had to be 
consulted.  

He noted that Chief Qobo of the EC could not attend, however, he sent a delegation on 
Indunas to represent him. He then handed over to AG to introduce the Eastern Cape 
delegates.  

 

   

3. PURPOSE OF THE MEETING HN  

   

3.1 

HN presented the purpose and the background of the project. He stated that the meeting 
was an opportunity to: 

 Present the proposed Bhudlu Access Bridge and link road project to Tribal Council; 

 Present the current stages of the project and the way forward. 
HN stated that funds for the project were allocated in the last financial year by 
uMziwabantu Local Municipality.  He then handed over to AM.  

 

   

4. ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY & PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS AM 

   

4.1 

AM presented an overview of the purpose of the public meeting and what was hoped to 
be achieved. He also explained the process of public participation and clarified the roles 
of Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs). He stated that the meeting was an opportunity 
to: 

 provide I&APs with detailed information regarding the proposed Bhudlu Access 
Bridge and link road project; 

 encourage the raising of  issues and/or concerns as well as provision of input on the 
proposed project; 

 provide ample opportunity and channels for participation in the said project 

 promotion of transparency and an understanding of the proposed project; 

 provide an overview of the Environmental Regulatory Processes underway and the 
Public Participation Process being followed for the proposed project; and 

 record comments raised and include them in the Basic Assessment Report.  

 

   

4.2 

AM outlined that uMuziwabantu Municipality will construct the Bridge, KZN portion of the 
Access Road and a 100 m approach road on the EC side of the New bridge. The 
remainder of the access road in the EC will be constructed by Mbizana Municipality. 
 
AM explained that a Basic Assessment (BA) process together with a Water Use Licence 
Application (WULA) will be undertaken in compliance with the 2014 EIA Regulations and 
National Water Act.  
 
He also mentioned that Royal HaskoningDHV are the Environmental Assessmen 
Practitioners (EAPs) appointed by uMziwabantu Local Municipality to undertake the BA 
and WULA process to obtain Environmental Authorisation (EA) and Water Use License 
for the project. 

 

   

4.3 

AM explained the aim of BA process that is being undertaken for the project. He stated 
that the BA aims to: 

 assess the social and biophysical environments; 

 assess impacts on the study area in terms of environmental criteria; and 
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 identify and recommend appropriate mitigation measures for potentially significant 
environmental impacts. 

   

4.4 

AM outlined the role of I&APs during the BA process. These are: 

 raise issues or concerns as well as provide input on the proposed project; 

 review of the draft BAR which will be issued to councillors to place at the public 
areas. AM outlined that the date and the venues of where reports will be placed will 
be communicated by the relevant councillors. AM emphasized that 30 days will be 
granted to all I&APs to review and comment on the draft BA report; and 

 provide the above inputs within specified timeframes. 

 

   

4.5 
AM detailed the scope of work involved for the proposed Bhudlu Access bridge and link 
road. 

 

   

5. DISCUSSION SESSION All 

   

5.1 
CJ thanked AM for presentation and opened the floor for discussion. The following 
questions/comments/issues were raised: 

 

   

 



 

4 

COMMENTATOR QUESTION, QUERY, CONCERN RAISED RESPONDED BY RESPONSE 

Inkosi C.N Jali The project is welcomed and is supported by the Traditional 
Council. However there are issues that need to be dealt with. 
The safety of two villages can be compromised by this 
development. I hope the proposed bridge will not open a window 
for crime and conflict between the two Villages. Constant 
communication by two authorities on either side must take place 
more regularly to avoid conflict.     

Andile,  Royal 
HaskoningDHV 

The issue is noted. The ward councillors present are encouraged to 
maintain communication to ensure conflicts do not arise.  

What is the size of the proposed bridge? We hope you are not 
proposing the low level bridge. A low level bridge will be 
impractical to use during the summer period with flooding being 
an issue at the uMtamvuna River.  

Andile,  Royal 
HaskoningDHV 

Unfortunately, there are significant costs associated with a high level 
bridge which the uMuziwabanty Municipality does not have. For this 
reason, the only funds available are for a low lying bridge. However, 
the design team will present an option of a higher bridge to the 
Municipality for further consideration.  

I request that you provide us with the designs of the bridge.   Andile, Royal 
HaskoningDHV 

Noted, bridge designs will also be included in the Basic Assessment 
Report which will be made available to you for review.  

H. Ngubelanga I am worried about the timeframes, how long will the BA process 
take? 

Andile, Royal 
HaskoningDHV 

The BA process and WULA may take between 5 months to 8 
months to complete, depending on how long the relevant authorities 
take to make a decision.  

Andile Gugqaza On behalf of the Silangwe village and Ward 27 committee we 
are in support of the project.  We hope the project will strengthen 
relationships between two villages. We also support Nkosi Jali’s 
call to have measures in place that will manage conflict.   

Andile, Royal 
HaskoningDHV 

Your comments are noted. 

Road construction from our side (EC) has been built half way. 
The Mbizane Local Municipality Mayor has assured us that the 
reminder of 5 km to the proposed bridge will continue to be 
constructed.   

Andile, Royal 
HaskoningDHV 

Your comments are noted. 

Please can we also have the bridge designs, so we can 
understand what is being proposed? 

Andile, Royal 
HaskoningDHV 

Noted, bridge designs will also be included in the Basic Assessment 
Report which will be made available to you for review. 

ZA Jali I would like to emphasise the issue of having a high level bridge. 
It is pointless to have the infrastructure that we cannot use at 
some point. I would like to plead with the project team to 
consider the option of having a high level bridge.   

Andile, Royal 
HaskoningDHV 

Noted, your comments will be shared with the project team. This 
includes the uMuziwabantu Local Municipality who are funding the 
project.  
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6. WAY FORWARD AM 

   

6.1 

AM elaborated on the way forward for the project after the meeting. He stated that the 
following would take place: 

 Public & Authority Comment on the Basic Assessment Report; 

 Inclusion of I&AP comments into a Comments and Responses Report; 

 Submission of Final Report to National Department of Environmental Affairs; and 
WULA to the Department of Water and Sanitation. 

 Decision-making; and 

 I&AP Notification of the decision. 

AM thanked everyone for attending and for opportunity to present the project. AM 
encouraged comments to be forwarded to the environmental consultants (details of 
which were provided on the Background Information Document). 

 

   

7 CLOSURE CJ 

   

7.1 
CJ thanked Royal HaskoningDHV for making time to present the project. CJ closed the 
meeting. 

 

   

 


