
APPLICATION FOR RECTIFICATION 

APPLICATION FOR RECTIFICATION IN TERMS OF SECTION 24G OF NEMA FOR THE 

UNLAWFUL COMMENCEMENT AND / OR CONTINUATION OF LISTED ACTIVITIES ON THE 

FARM EKANGALA 610JR, GAUTENG. 

 

CITY OF TSHWANE METROPOLITAN MUNICIPALITY  

 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT 

(JANUARY 2016) 

GDARD Ref No: S24G/03/14-15/0326 

 

WHAT DOES THIS DOCUMENT TELL YOU? 

This document aims to provide you as a potential, Interested and Affected Party (I&AP), with background information 

regarding the application for the unlawful commencement of activities as provided for in the Environmental Impact 

Assessment Regulations, in terms of section 24G of the National Environmental Management Act (as amended). 

Any person, company, authority or other entities that might be directly or indirectly affected by this application can register 

as an I&AP. This includes, but is not limited to landowners, tenants, municipal and provincial authorities, interest groups, 

Non-Government Organisations (NGOs) and conservation groups.  

This Background Information Document (BID) forms part of the Public Participation Process (PPP), which is requirement 

of the rectification process. It aims to elicit comments, questions and responses from parties whom may be affected by or 

have an interest in the project. 

The assessment process to be followed for PPP is in accordance with the best practice stipulated in the Government 

Notice Regulation 982, Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations (2014). 

WHAT DOES THE PROJECT ENTAIL? 

The project can be summarised as follows: 

Project name 

Application for Rectification in terms of Section 24G of NEMA for the unlawful commencement and 

/ or continuation of listed activities on the farm Ekangala 610JR, City of Tshwane Metropolitan 

Municipality. 

Local authority City of Tshwane Metropolitan Municipality 

Landowner(s) City of Tshwane Metropolitan Municipality 

Location 

The Ekangala quarry is located north of Bronkhorstspruit in the Ekangala area on a portion of the 

Farm Ekangala 610JR. The site falls within the jurisdiction of the Tshwane Metropolitan 

Municipality, in the Gauteng Province. (Refer to the Locality Map, figure 1) 



 

Figure 1 Locality map 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Royal HaskoningDHV has been appointed by the City of Tshwane Metropolitian Municipality (CoTMM), as the 

independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to undertake the rectification process for the unlawful 

commencement of the listed activities on the Ekangala Quarry site. 

In June 2014, the CoTMM applied for mining rights to the Competent Authority, i.e the Department of Mineral Resources 

(DMR). The mining right application will prevent the continuation of illegal mining for the next ten (10) years at the 

Ekangala Quarry and to ensure that the essential resources are extracted for road and stormwater developments. 

The application submmited at the Gauteng Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (GDARD) for the unlawful 

commencement of listed activities at Ekangala Quarry site entails: 

 The rectification of the upgraded access road to the Ekangala Quarry site and  

 The upgraded access road bisects a wetland (Refer to sensitive map, figure 2) which triggered listed activities in 

terms of the National Water Act, No 36 of 1998. A Water Use Licence Application (WULA) will be applied for.  



 

Figure 2 Sensitivity map depicting a wetland 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL LEGISLATION 

Notice is given in terms of section 24(G), of the National Environmental Management Act [NEMA] (No 107 of 1998) (as 

amended), and the National Water Act, (No 36 of 1998) that the CoTMM has submitted a rectification application to the 

Gauteng Department of Agriculture and Rural development for the unlawful commencement of EIA listed activities at the 

Ekangala Quarry. The application entails the rectification of an upgraded quarry access road which bisects a seepage 

wetland. 

Rectification is hereby applied for in terms of the following Regulations listed below: 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulation as gazetted in 2010 and 2014 respectively: 

 GN R544 Listing Notice 1 (2010): Activity 11, 18 and 20; 

 GN R983 Listing Notice 1 (2014): Activity 12 and 19; and  

 GN R984 Listing Notice 2 (2014): Activity 17. 

A Water Use Licence Application (WULA) will also be applied for in terms of the National Water Act, No 36 of 1998 

 Section 21c – Impeding or diverting the flow of water in a watercourse; and 

 Section 21i – Altering the bed, banks, course or characteristics of a watercourse. 

 

S24G RECTIFICATION PROCESS  

The steps to be followed for the 24G rectification process consist of the following:- 

 Step 1: Ascertain whether he/she/they are responsible for the commencement or continuation of an activity-

requiring authorisation in terms of the EIA Regulations without the necessary authorisation. Completed 

 Step 2: Voluntarily submit an application for rectification to the GDARD. Completed 

 Step 3: The GDARD register and acknowledge the recipient of the application. Completed 

 Step 4: The application is reviewed and a site inspection may be conducted to verify information provided. 

Completed, GDARD reference number provided 



 Step 5: The GDARD will advise the applicant on further procedural and information requirements by means of a 

notice. i.e. prepare site inspection report and draft pre-directive for HOD’s signature within 5 days after site 

inspection. Completed 

 Step 6: Compiling the Environmental Assessment Study and conduct subsequent Public Participation Process 

(PPP) as per the EIA Regulations 2014 under NEMA (as amended). In progress 

 Step 7: The applicant submits the required reports together with proof of PPP. This BID Document 

 Step 8: The GDARD reviews the reports and advises the Member of the Executive Council (MEC) to inform his 

decision.  

 Step 9: The MEC communicates his/her decision to the applicant.  

 Step 10: The applicant implements the MEC’s decision. 

 

THE POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE APPLICATION  

The potential environmental impact associated with the project and mitigation measures has been identified and 

assessed during the rectification process. The potential environmental impacts and mitigation measures are presented in 

the table below. 



Environmental 

Attributes 

Impacts and Mitigations per Phase 

Wetland 

Re-Construction / Site Preparation 

Negative impacts 

 The re-construction / formalisation, including rehabilitation, works could damage currently 

undamaged wetland areas adjacent to the track, primarily through the movement of heavy 

machinery into the wetland. 

 Temporary accesses track across wetlands causes hydrological and morphological impacts and 

degradation of the resource quality. 

 Irresponsible construction practices could cause pollution of the wetland, especially shallow 

groundwater in the wetland. 

Mitigation 

 Heavy machinery movement must be strictly limited to a construction right of way 

 Limiting of heavy machinery movement within the wetland with demarcation of no-go parts of the 

wetland; e.g. use of danger tape. 

 Rehabilitation works must ideally be undertaken before spring or early summer so as to avoid 

rainfall from creating stormwater issues in the works and to avoid high groundwater tables in 

autumn / early winter.  

 The associated excavated hollow must be re-filled with suitable material. 

 The stipulations of the rehabilitation plan must be strictly adhered to. 

Operation 

Negative impacts 

 Should rehabilitation measures not be monitored, secondary impacts such as the development of 

erosion could occur that would further degrade the wetland. 

 The presence of the track running through the wetland could lead to the illegal dumping of 

household waste and construction rubble into the wetland.  

 Livestock could enter the rehabilitated parts of the wetland, causing damage to wetland soils and 

plants. 

Mitigation 

 Re-establish diffuse surface water flow and interflow as much as possible in the eastern part of 

the wetland. 

 Remediate impacts of the access track on the hydrology, morphology, and vegetative structure of 

each wetland crossed. 

 Black Wattle trees to be removed from the wetland. 

 Any additional access tracks into the wetland area must be prevented, in order to prevent the 

future continued dumping of household refuse and construction rubble into the wetland. The 

formalised access must be controlled so that illegal access to the quarry or anywhere along the 

access road is not allowed. 

 Allow the natural restoration of as much wetland vegetation and habitat as possible by removing 

fill / rubble previously placed in the wetland. Ensure any rubble dumped along the track in future is 

immediately removed and disposed of to a licenced landfill site. 

 Once works are complete, it is vital that the rehabilitated and reinstated areas of the wetland are 

fenced off to prevent entry of livestock, in particular cattle, into them. 

 Access from the track into the wetland area must be prevented, in order to prevent the future 

continued dumping of household refuse and construction rubble into the wetland as is currently 

occurring. 

 The site must be monitored as per the stipulations of the rehabilitation plan. 

Decommissioning 

Negative impacts 

 Impacts similar to construction-related impacts could occur, as machinery would enter the wetland 

to remove the substrate of the track, potentially entering areas of adjacent wetland habitat and 

damaging these. 

 Incorrectly rehabilitated areas could lead to the development of secondary impacts such as knick 

point-induced gulley erosion.  

Mitigation 

 All construction-related mitigation measures for the site must be adhered to as part of the 



Environmental 

Attributes 

Impacts and Mitigations per Phase 

formalisation of the access road works and all maintenance thereafter.  

 Decommissioning (rehabilitation) works must be followed by a period of monitoring, as stipulated 

for the post construction rehabilitation measures monitoring. 

Geology 

Re-Construction / Site Preparation 

No impacts envisaged  

Operation 

Negative impacts 

 The disturbance of the geological formation will impact the prevailing natural geology by exposing 

the geology to natural weathering. 

Mitigation 

 The physical area disturbed by formalisation of the access road should be limited to reduce 

exposure of the geology to natural weathering. 

 Any material removed should be considered for use in rehabilitation, either of the road or 

elsewhere on the quarry site. 

Decommissioning 

Negative impacts 

 Refer to operation phase impact. 

Mitigation 

 Refer to operation phase impact. 

Topography 

Re-Construction / Site Preparation 

No impacts envisaged  

Operation 

Negative impacts 

 Topographical changes to the surrounding landscape. 

Mitigation 

 If the topsoil is not restored on rehabilitation, then the berm should be fully vegetated. 

 The physical area disturbed by formalisation of the access road should be limited to reduce 

topographical changes to the landscape. 

 Re-shape any modified areas on a progressive basis. The re-shaping must ensure stable and 

safe slope angles. 

Decommissioning 

Positive impacts 

 Stable and functioning landform which is consistent with the surrounding landscape, other 

environmental values and agree land use. 

Mitigation 

 If residue material is generated during the formalisation of the access road operation, it must be 

used for backfilling where needed. 

 Reshape and backfill the worked area to a state of complete safety without dangerous remaining 

slope angles. 

 Topsoil that has been stockpiled during the process phase must be applied to the area 

undergoing rehabilitation. The depth of the topsoil layer to be applied depends on the natural 

depth of the topsoil in the area. 

 Naked ground should be seeded with a stabilising grass mix, suited to the conditions. The quantity 

of seed used will be dependent on the slope gradient, with the steeper slopes requiring a heavier 

application of seed. 

 Rehabilitation should be implemented to promote free drainage and to minimise or eliminate 

ponding of stormwater. 

 Property must remain fenced or must be safe to the satisfaction of the community and DMR. 



Environmental 

Attributes 

Impacts and Mitigations per Phase 

Soils 

Re-Construction / Site Preparation 

Negative impacts 

 Access track soil compaction due to heavy vehicles movements.  

 Site preparation activities may cause soil erosion and pollution. 

Mitigation 

 Heavy machinery movement must be strictly limited to a construction right of way. 

 Limiting of heavy machinery movement within the wetland with demarcation of no-go parts of the 

wetland; e.g. use of danger tape. 

 Site clearing must take place in a phased matter (within the footprint), as and when required. 

 Area to be cleared must be clearly demarcated and this footprint strictly maintained. 

 Topsoil obtained from site preparation activities must be stored until it can be used for 

rehabilitation of the access road or if additional material for the quarry area. 

 The necessary erosion control measures must be implemented in areas where these risks are 

more prevalent. 

Operation 

Negative impacts 

 Soil contamination due to pollution by diesel spills. 

Mitigation 

 Vehicles and machinery must be properly maintained to keep hydrocarbon leaks in check.  

 No vehicle will be allowed into the wetland area if there is sign of leakages visible from the 

overnight parking area. 

 The source of the spill must be stopped and the spill contained. 

 Contaminated soil should be scraped off and disposed of at a registered waste facility – note that 

the quantity may be sufficient that this would need to be disposal at a hazardous waste site. 

 Implement preventative maintenance on all vehicles and earth moving equipment. 

 Environmentally acceptable absorbents must be available at locations where potential spills may 

occur. 

 All contaminated material must be lifted and stored in containers that do not leak. The type of 

container will be determined by the volume of contaminated material to be stored. 

Decommissioning 

Negative impacts 

 Rehabilitation of access roads may lead to increase soil erosion.  

 Soil contamination due to diesel spills. 

Mitigation 

 Vehicle movement restricted in order to prevent degradation of any additional of access road  

 Vehicle movement restricted to an absolute minimum required for decommissioning. Unnecessary 

movement of vehicles will increase degradation leading to an increased erosion risk. 

 Vehicles and machinery properly maintained to keep oil and diesel leaks in check. 

 The source of the spill must be stopped and the spill contained. 

 Contaminated soil should be scraped of and disposed of at a registered hazardous waste facility. 

Biodiversity 

Re-Construction / Site Preparation 

Negative impacts 

 Habitat alteration and habitant destruction due to the re-construction of the access road and the 

clearing of vegetation for mining operations. 

Mitigation 

 Workers must be limited to areas under construction within the site and access to the 

undeveloped areas, especially the adjacent grasslands and wetlands to the north must be strictly 

regulated. 

 Soil removed from the site is to be appropriately stored for later use in back-filling. Sub-soil and 

topsoil (the top +/- 30-50 cm of the soil) should be stored separately. 

 Soil stockpiles are to be protected from possible erosion, e.g. through covering of the stockpiles 

with tarpaulin, and limiting the heights and angle of the stockpile.  

 Soil stockpiles should not exceed 2 m in height. 

 Soil stockpiling areas must be sufficiently situated away from the drainage areas. 



Environmental 

Attributes 

Impacts and Mitigations per Phase 

 Any erosion channels developed during quarrying activities or during the vegetation establishment 

period should be backfilled and compacted, and the areas restored to a proper condition. 

 Cleared areas must be effectively stabilised to prevent and control erosion. 

 All temporary stockpile areas including litter and dumped material and rubble must be removed on 

completion of construction. 

 All alien invasive plant should be removed from the site to prevent further invasion. 

Operation 

Negative impacts 

 Impact on remaining (albeit) limited faunal species occurring within transformed or impoverished 

habitats. 

 Habitat destruction and alteration due to mining operations. 

Mitigation 

 Close site supervision must be maintained during mining activities. 

 Employees must be educated about the value of wild animals and the importance of their 

conservation. 

 Severe contractual fines must be imposed and immediate dismissal on any employee who is 

found attempting to snare or otherwise harm remaining faunal species. 

 No faunal species are to be disturbed, trapped, hunted or killed during the operational phase.  

 All animals captured must be released in appropriate habitat away from the mining activities. 

 The proposed quarry site should be fenced off. Fences should have low impact to surrounding 

vegetation as well as allow for the natural migratory movements onto and away from the site. 

 Soil removed from the site is to be appropriately stored for later use in back-filling. Sub-soil and 

topsoil (the top +/- 30-50 cm of the soil) should be stored separately. 

 Soil stockpiles are to be protected from possible erosion, e.g. through covering of the stockpiles 

with tarpaulin, and limiting the heights and angle of the stockpile.  

 Soil stockpiles should not exceed 2 m in height. 

 Soil stockpiling areas must be sufficiently situated away from the drainage areas. 

 Any erosion channels developed during quarrying activities or during the vegetation establishment 

period should be backfilled and compacted, and the areas restored to a proper condition. 

 Cleared areas must be effectively stabilised to prevent and control erosion. 

 All alien invasive plant should be removed from the site to prevent further invasion. 

 Unauthorised entry, stockpiling, dumping or storage of equipment or materials shall not shall be 

strictly prohibited within the demarcated “no go” areas 

 Fines shall be implemented for transgressions into “no-go” areas. 

 Access to undeveloped / unmodified areas, especially the adjacent grasslands and the wetland to 

the north of the quarry must be strictly regulated as “no-go” areas during construction as well as 

operational activities. 

Decommissioning 

Negative impacts 

 Invasion by alien vegetation. 

 Rehabilitation will create suitable habitat for fauna and flora. 

Mitigation 

 Ensure compliance with the EMPr including the rehabilitation plan. 

 All alien invasive plant should be removed from the site to prevent further invasion. 

 Topsoil will be replaced and a suitable substrate is provided for vegetation to return to the area. 

 Providing additional seeds or plants for re-vegetation will increase the speed at which the 

vegetation will recover. 

Social 

Re-Construction / Site Preparation 

No impacts envisaged 

Operation 

Negative impacts 

 Possible inflow of unemployed job seekers. 

Mitigation 



Environmental 

Attributes 

Impacts and Mitigations per Phase 

 Ensure that employment procedures / polices are communicated to local stakeholders (i.e. 

community representative organisations, ward councillors).  

 Have clear rules and regulations for access to the construction site to control loitering. 

 Consult with the local SAPS to establish standard operating procedures for control and/or removal 

of loiterers at the construction site.  

 In order to minimise the potential for influx of workers, it is recommended that local labour be 

utilised as far as possible. 

 Inform neighbouring property owners when construction will take place, including information on 

the nature and timeframe of the construction activities. 

Positive impacts 

 Contractors and labour will be sourced locally as far as possible for the proposed project. 

Mitigation 

 No mitigation required. 

Decommissioning 

Positive impacts 

 Refer to operation phase impacts. 

Mitigation 

 No mitigation required. 

Air Quality 

Re-Construction / Site Preparation 

No impacts envisaged 

Operation 

Negative impacts 

 Dust generation. 

Mitigation 

 Dust must be suppressed during dry periods by regular application of water.  

 Water used for this purpose must be used in quantities that will not result in the generation of run-

off. 

 Implement dust fallout monitoring. 

 Stripping and stockpiling should be avoided during periods of high winds. 

 A speed limit of 40 km/hr should be set for all vehicles travelling over exposed areas. 

Decommissioning 

Negative impacts 

 Dust generation by the exposed topsoil and rehabilitation activities. 

Mitigation 

 Suitable plant species must be planted to reduce dust.  

 Dust must be suppressed on site during rehabilitation by regular application of water.  

 Water used for this purpose must be used in quantities that will not result in the generation of run-

off. 

Heritage 

Re-Construction / Site Preparation 

No impacts envisaged 

Operation 

Negative impacts 

 Impact on sites of heritage, cultural and archaeological significance. 

Mitigation 

 All discoveries reported immediately to a heritage practitioner so that an investigation and 

evaluation of the finds can be made. Acting upon advice from these specialists, the ECO will 

advise the necessary actions to be taken. 

 No artefacts shall be removed, destroyed or interfered with by anyone on site. 

 Employees shall be advised of the penalties associated with the unlawful removal of cultural, 

historical, archaeological or paleontological artefacts, as set out in the National Heritage 

Resources Act (NHRA, Act No. 25 of 1999), Section 51. (1). 

Decommissioning 

No impacts envisaged 



Environmental 

Attributes 

Impacts and Mitigations per Phase 

Health & Safety 

Re-Construction / Site Preparation 

No impacts envisaged 

Operation 

Negative impacts 

 Probability of the community and animals falling into the pit. 

Mitigation 

 Safety signs will be displayed. 

 On site security will be provided. 

Decommissioning 

Negative impacts 

 Refer to operational phase impact. 

Mitigation 

 Refer to operational phase mitigations. 

Noise 

Re-Construction / Site Preparation 

No impacts envisaged 

Operation 

Negative impacts 

 Noise generation during operation activities. 

Mitigation 

 Normal working hours will be applicable and no excavation or clearing will take place after daylight 

hours (7H00 to 18H00). 

 All vehicles and earthmoving equipment will be serviced regularly to ensure noise emissions are 

minimised. 

 The City will implement noise monitoring programme. 

Decommissioning 

Negative impacts 

 Refer to operational phase impact. 

Mitigation 

 Refer to operational phase mitigations. 

Traffic 

Re-Construction / Site Preparation 

No impacts envisaged 

Operation 

Negative impacts 

 During the operational phases there is likely to be an increase in traffic from construction vehicles. 

Mitigation 

 It is estimated that only one to two trucks will be used for this quarry.  

 The estimated increase in traffic volumes will not significantly change the operations of the roads 

and intersections.  

 The existing traffic volumes are low and the expected increase in traffic volumes will have a low 

impact on the road network operations.  

 All areas within the site, including along the access road itself, should have a reduced speed limit 

of 40 km/h – communicated by means of standard National Speed Signs.  

 If deemed necessary, the portion of the access road through the wetland area may have a lower 

speed limit if excessive dusting of the wetland vegetation is caused, and during the wet season for 

safety reasons. 

Decommissioning 

No impacts envisaged 

 

 

 



PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

It is important that relevant I&APs are identified and involved in the public participation process from the outset of the 

project. To ensure effective public participation, the process includes the following steps: 

 

Site Inspection and Identification of I&APs 

 

Compile I&AP’s Database 

 

Inform I&AP’s of the Application for Rectification and the Registration Process 

 

Background Information Document (This document) 

 

Compile an issues trail  

 

Submit the EIAR to GDARD for Environmental Authorization (EA) 

 

If the EA is issued the applicant will notify the I&APs and implement the MEC’s decision 

 
 

 By responding (by phone, fax or e-mail) to our invitation for your involvement in the process. 

 By completing the attached comment and registration form and mailing or faxing it to Ike Rampedi or Sibongile 

Hlomuka at Royal HaskoningDHV. 

 By reviewing and commenting on the BID within the allowed 30 days review periods. 

 In writing contacting consultants if you have a query, comment or require further project information. 

Your input into this process forms a key part of the rectification process and we urge you to become involved to 

obtain your views on the proposed project. 

By completing and submitting the accompanying comments and registration form, you automatically register yourself as 

an I&AP for this project, and ensure that your comments, concerns and/or queries raised regarding the project will be 

noted. 

COMMENTS AND QUERIES ON THE PROJECT CAN BE DIRECTED TO 
 

Ike Rampedi or Sibongile Hlomuka 

Royal HaskoningDHV, PO Box 867 Gallo Manor, 

2052 

 

Tel 011 798 6000 

Royal HaskoningDHV 

Fax 011 798 6010 

Email 

sibongile.hlomuka@rhdhv.com or 

ike.rampedi@rhdhv.com 

 

HOW CAN YOU GET INVOLVED? 
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APPLICATION FOR RECTIFICATION IN TERMS OF SECTION 24G OF NEMA FOR THE UNLAWFUL 

COMMENCEMENT AND / OR CONTINUATION OF LISTED ACTIVITIES ON THE FARM EKANGALA 

610JR, CITY OF TSHWANE METROPOLITAN MUNICIPALITY. 

 

COMMENTS AND REGISTRATION FORM 

(JANUARY 2016) 

GDARD Ref No: S24G/03/14-15/0326 

YOUR COMMENTS AND QUERIES ARE WELCOME 

Please complete this Comment Form in full and return to: 

Sibongile Hlomuka or Ike Rampedi  

Royal HaskoningDHV, PO Box 867 

Gallo Manor,2052 

 

Tel 011 798 6000 

Royal HaskoningDHV 

Fax 011 798 6010 

Email 
sibongile.hlomuka@rhdhv.com or 

ike.rampedi@rhdhv.com  
 

Title (Prof/Mr/Mrs)  First name  

Surname  

Capacity (e.g. Secretary / Director)  

Organisation  

Postal address  Postal code  

Tel No. ( )  Cell No.  

Fax No. ( )  Email address  
 

What comments / concerns would you like to raise regarding this proposed project? (Please use additional pages, if required) 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE REGISTER THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) ON THE PROJECT DATABASE: 

Title (Prof/Mr/Mrs)  First name  

Surname  

Capacity (e.g. Secretary / Director)  

Organisation  

Postal address  Postal code  

Tel No. ( )  Cell No.  

Fax No. ( )  Email address  
 

Signature  
 

IF YOU PREFER NOT TO RECEIVE ANY FURTHER INFORMATION REGARDING THIS PROPOSED PROJECT, AND, WOULD 

PREFER TO BE REMOVED FROM THE PROJECT DATABASE, PLEASE TICK THE BOX BELOW AND RETURN THE FORM TO 

THE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION CONSULTANTS (CONTACT DETAILS AS PROVIDED ABOVE). Yes, remove my name 

mailto:sibongile.hlomuka@rhdhv.com
mailto:ike.rampedi@rhdhv.com

